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ABSTRACT 

ensure student academic achievement, St. Vincent’s College, a small two-year 
health science college in Bridgeport, Connecticut, formed a task force to 
develop general education outcomes across the curriculum. The college’s 
general education core curriculum consists of 25 credits, including classes 
in English composition, mathematics, psychology, sociology, ethics, religious 
studies, physical/biological sciences, and a humanities elective. The task 
force determined that students completing the core should possess basic 
communication, math, research, and critical thinking skills; an appreciation 
of the humanities and of society; a knowledge of scientific principles; and 
ethics and values. The task force then developed competencies for each of 
these outcomes using a modified DACUM process. Finally, through surveys and 
reviews of syllabi and exams, the task force determined that competency-based 
learning experiences were being provided across the curriculum at the 
college. Based on task force results, appropriate instruments could then be 
developed to measure outcomes . Two appended tables present the DACUM Matrix 
of Curriculum Outcomes developed by the task force and a list of outcomes and 
competencies across the curriculum, showing the nursing, radiography, and 
general education courses that teach each competency. (BCY) 
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St. Vincent's College is a small two-year health science college in the Northeast. Because the 
College has a strong commitment to the quality and quantity of the educational experience of 
its students, it is obligated to evaluate its effectiveness and assure student academic 
achievement. The assessment process already in place required a more formal organized 
approach, especially in the general education component of the curriculum. 



The philosophy of general education at St. Vincent's College is derived from the Educational 
Philosophy of the institution. Courses in general education expose the student to values 
inherent in a Judeo-Christian education. They support and facilitate the student's development 
of critical thinking, logical reasoning and sound decision making. Knowledge obtained from 
these courses serves as a foundation for the learner's life long education, development and 
intellectual inquisitiveness necessary for living in a complex modern society. 

The general education curriculum is derived from the Institutional objectives and is 
comprised of a core curriculum related to physical and social sciences and the humanities. All 
degree students enrolled in the College are required to complete a 25 credit core. The 
following courses comprise the core curriculum: 



English Composition 


3 credits 


College Mathematics 


3 credits 


General Psychology 


3 credits 


Introduction to Sociology 


3 credits 


Ethics 


3 credits 


Introduction to the Study of Religion 


3 credits 


Physical/biological sciences 


4 credits 


Humanities: restricted elective 


3 credits 
25 credits 



The restricted elective must be taken from the Humanities: Art, Communication, Foreign 
language, History, Literature, Philosophy, Music and Religious Studies. 




A Task Force of the Curriculum Committee was appointed to develop general education 
outcomes. The general education courses are understood to be those which a student takes, 
in addition to the major courses, to obtain an introduction to essential aspects of our culture. 
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The goal of general education is to strengthen both the general skills and broad conceptual 
abilities that students need to function competently in day-to-day life. Today's students are 
expected not only to possess information age skills such as writing and problem solving, but 
to be able to apply these skills and knowledge in an interdependent, culturally diverse world. 
These skills are necessary for lifelong learning. 

Students who successfully complete the General Education component at St. Vincent's College 
shall possess the following concepts, skills and knowledge: 

Basic communication skills 
Basic mathematical skills 
Basic research skills 

Critical thinking and problem solving skills 
An appreciation for the humanities 
An appreciation for society 

A knowledge of scientific principles, and the natural or physical sciences 
Ethics and values 

Competencies for each of these outcomes were developed utilizing a modified DACUM (Table 
1). The Task Force recognized the importance of general education as an integral component 
of health care education. The ability to communicate, problem solve and analyze is essential 
if graduates are to maintain employment and cope with a changing and expanding knowledge 
base. 

To achieve a further integration of general education into the associate degree career 
programs the task force decided that the outcomes, based on the significant and unique 
contributions of general education, must be regarded as essential as the health care 
outcomes. Therefore integrated and complementary outcomes should be considered in both 
the general education and the career programs. 
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Through surveys, review of syllabi and tests and other methods the task force ascertained 
that competency based learning experiences are being provided across the curriculum, 
sufficient to ensure that each student at the college has the opportunity to achieve each 
competency (Table 2). The challenge was to develop means to demonstrate through 
quantitative and qualitative indicators that St. Vincent’s College students do indeed attain 
the competencies. 

Once specific competencies had been identified the appropriate measurement instrument(s) 
could be determined. Multiple measures consisting of externally and internally developed 
instruments ensure the accuracy and efficacy of data. St. Vincent’s College gathers data 
by means of student, graduate and employer surveys, standardized tests such as the 
Academic Profile and Assess Tests, and various faculty projects designed to determine 
achievement and competencies in the classroom. 

St. Vincent's College has completed the initial stages of just assessing the educational 
outcomes and competencies, and is now in the process of repeated assessment and 
evaluation, establishing feedback loops and reporting mechanisms. All of this data is 
summarized and utilized as the basis for action plans to revise academic policy, if 
necessary, to ensure student academic achievement. 
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Tabic 1 

DACUM Matrix of Curriculum Outcomes 
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Table 2 

Outcomes and Competencies Across the Curriculum 
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Outcome: AN APPRECIATION FOR SOCIETY 
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